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Language arts 
Reading We continue to apply our good reading habits to tackle 
hard words. Using the pictures, getting the mouth ready to say the 
first sounds in a word, looking for word parts, skipping a tricky word 
and reading to the end of the sentence and going back to think about 
what makes sense, flipping the vowel sound if a word doesn’t sound 
right are all strategies we have learned. Students are also encouraged 
to go back to the beginning of a sentence after they figure out a tricky 
word in order to boost comprehension. Remember that reading with-
out meaning is only saying words!

Writers’ Workshop
In December, our focus was an author study. We studied the craft 
of Mo Willems. See the picture of all the craft we noticed in his 
writing. After studying his craft, we tried to use elements of his 

craft in our own writing. 

Word Wall Students are responsible for conventional spelling for all 
word wall words taught to date in any written work. They should focus 
on using the word wall as a tool in the classroom and their flash cards 
at home. Spelling is only mastered with A LOT of practice. 

Centers We are adding new centers all the time. Two new hands on centers this 
month included the handwriting center and Sight Word Zone. We also had a light, 
shadow reflection science center for exploration. 

Homework Please Remember: Let your child do all their own spelling 
in creating sentences and writing thoughts. You can help them by 
stretching the word out slowly so they can hear all the sounds.


Spots will come home with each child for the rest of the day. Please 
encourage them to use best effort-neat coloring and neat writing mat-
ter. Please remember to return Spots the next day!


Thank you to our class parents for a great winter party. and for our care 
to shares. (Remember a Care to Share can be done via a video if you 
can’t make it into school) We can’t do it without all your support.


Thank you to my mother Mrs. Pressman for taking time to make latkes 
in the classroom. See video on page 2. While she cooked, the children 
listened to a book that had the sights and smells of Hanukkah and the 
live cooking just enhanced the experience.


I wish you all a wonderful holiday and a Happy New Year!
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NEWS FROM 104
Math 
We completed Chapter 3 in the last 
days of December. Students 
learned about the addition-sub-
traction relationship and how to 
write the 4 sentences of the fact 
family. We created a fact family 
neighborhood out in our hallway. 
See the photo on page 2 
Science 

Light and Shadow is one of my fa-
vorite units as it is so hands-on and 
has so many AHA moments. We 
read so many fiction books about 
characters that don’t understand 
light and shadow as well as the 
non-fiction text that taught us 
about light and how light waves 
travel through different materials. 
Our unit ended with a collabora-
tive challenge: to retell the story of 
the Three Bears in shadow where 
students had to show their profi-
ciency in understanding opaque, 
translucent and transparent mate-
rials to make puppets and then 
apply their understanding of how 
to change the size of shadows by 
performing the play with only one 
bear, one bowl, one chair and one 
bed to represent all the sizes with-
in the tale.  

Social Studies 
Light is prevalent in all our cele-
brations. We learned about 
Hanukkah, Kwanza, Christmas 
and the similarities among them-It 
is all about family, food, and fun. 
Our Winter Solstice celebration 
was amazing as the students en-
tered the building with all the dark 
hallways filled with lit bags. See the 
video on page 2 
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The fact family neighborhood
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